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Jews were sboul halll the size of a regular
clussmom. Inio this space were herded
some 110 or more people - with dny slits
for windows, no wailer, food or bathrooms
for days, sometimes weeks. Already
wakened from years in the ghetios, many,

md the very

aboul the nature of the place w0 which they
had been vanished. My mother
separaled

They had never been in froat of a
man before, much less in frontof & crowd.
They were humilisted to their core, But
there did not end their humilistion, They
were shaved - all-over - by Nazi soldiers,
men. Why? To further them.
And they were laliooed - to further dehu-
manize them.

They were unrecognizable as the live-
ly, sweet, fun-loving girls of just a few
years before. They were no longer chil-
ing laith in God and the world had been
malched away from them. were
adults pow; they knew the face of fear and
nothing would ever resiore that innocence
wihem. And w0 they were given clothes -
teken from now dead,

And what were they given? My mother
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e  Columbia Gulf Coast Medical Center celebrates

had been o no svail - she died in the gas
chambers of Auschwitz. His father stood
in line in frontof him. His father was point-

“First you go lo work. You will die any-
how,” and pushed my father to the lefL He
M‘I‘!.'l'ﬂ!l'hil father, mother or sister

again,

He searched, 100, for his brother who
had been deported o AuschwilZ some iwo
weeks carlier with his new bride who he
had married in the ghetio. He never found
him.

Alone, and almost devoid of hope, he
as awakened in the middle of the night by
a man for whom he had done a favor years
before in the ghetto. This man remember-
ed and remmed the favor, “Get up,
quickly,” he wld my father, “There s a
transpont leaving for a coal mine. Geton it
There is no iomomow in Auschwitz” Un-
doubiedly, this man saved my father s life.

My father's experience for the nextsin
months was one of being moved from
work camp o work camp. He was young,
strong and sman and miraculously, stayed
healthy enough to work, and 5o he worked.

One day in Dec. 1944, he was working
with & crew repairing lines which were
laking supplics io the fronL. Allied planes
flew overhead bombing the railway lines.
The prisonerscheered, and then inclearing
the rubble afterward, were ireated (o their
first meal in years. The bombs had buried
and cooked cans of meal and ,
And did those prisoners eal!! My father
describes it as the best meal be ever had.
Undoubtedly, this oo saved his life.

My mother and her sisier remained in
Auschwitz much longer. They worked - in

quarries digging stones needed o build
gas chambers and crematorie, making

parts for bombs and sewing German uni-
{orms. i

While sewing the uniforms, whenever
the could, she would sew the lining in the
arms o the jackel ogether, so that when
the soldier would attempt to pul it on, he
would be unable io, but the jacket would
look perfectly normal from the ouiside.
This little act of resistance kept her spirit
strong. She loved o tell me about that - she
was proud of her little victories over the
Nazis.

But, brushes with death were many.
My aunt had a disagreement with a "kapo™
- head of the baracks. When my mother
intervened, they were both punished, and
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Columbia Gulf Coast - yesterday, today, and tomorrow
Leading the way towards keeping PEOPLE healthy and keeping

masde W koeel in the snow, hoiding bricks
shove their heads. Of course, it was not too
mmqm -:-Tm
up al

mother’s head. She was deaf for u-r_r”
o v et

ear. At a litthe girl, whi in
my mother's ear, as litte girls do, she
would soofien gay, "Other ear, sweetheart,
olher ear.”

Al one point, my suni developed a boil
under her arm. Of course, there was no
medical restment - any sign of illness was
rewarded with the gas chamber. My moth-
er lanced this boil with a sharp stick and
used wrine 1o sierilize i How she, still a
slip of a girl, could summon the courage 1o
do this, 1 still 10 this day do sot know. But

. | am sure she saved her sister's life.

My mother came from a large, close
family. Everyone, excepl she and her sis-
ter, were murdered in Auschwitz

Early in 1945, my parcots, through
different routes, were sent 1o Bergen Bel-
sen. While not a death camp with gas
chambers and crematoria, it was a dump-
ing ground lor tens of thousands of Jews
whose fale had not vet been sealed. A
chaotic place of death, there were few
buildings, and fower [acilities. Discase
was rampant: typhus and typhold were
everywhere. Hundreds died every day,
and were left where they lay,

My father developed typhus - a dis-
ease caised by the Neas thal live on rals,
Everyone was covered with flea bites, lice
bites, sores. Little food, contaminated
waler. [l is no wonder Lhat when, on April
15, 1945, British and Scottish troops liber-
pied Bergen Belsen, they found nearly
20,000 dead bodies - unburied. The sol-
diers were unprepared for what they
found. Of the 51,000 prisoners found
alive, 13,000 perished in the days follow-
ing liberation. They were loo far gone.

My [ather, 22 years old and weighing
only 58 pounds, too weak 0 walk, was
carried io & makeshift hospiial set up sev-
eral miles from the camp. He was also Loo
wieak 1o eat; he could barely sip broth, but
this, oo, undoubtedly saved his life. For
what did these heartbroken, heart sick sol-
diers do with these siarving people” They
fed them - with whasever they had.

Aler years and years of starvation, the
prisoners emaciaied bodies could not han-
dle the canned beef, polaines, loaves of
bread. Many died from the kindness of the
widiers. In an effort of uniold pain and
difTiculty, the Allied troops moved the pri-
soners o 8 Displaced Persons’ camp sev-
eral miles away and the soldiers bumt
Bergen Belsen Concentration Camp 1o the
ground in an effort 1o control the disease.

My mother, who had been working in
the kilchens was, on Lhe whole, relatively
strong. She helped out in the hospital, and
there, she met my father. They maried in
Dec. 1945. No long courtships for the sur-
vivors. What they needed more than food,
more than medical care, more than any-
thing in the world, was & family.

They had lost everything and every-
one. Their only means of continued sur-
vival was o look forward. If they looked
back, if they dared stare af the mirmor o see
some strange, hall-starved human being
they dida"t recognize, they would surely
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My father belicved, from the boltom
of his heart, that he survived in order 1o
bear witness. The is, how does
one bear witness? Elie Wiesel, Nobe prize
winoer, said, “If all the Heavens were
parchments, if all the trees were pens, if all
the seas were ink, we will could not even
begin. To wrile or speak is impossible, but
1o be silent is forbidden.” By bearing wit-
ness o the monstrous murder of ihe six
million, we can prevent their second death.
For the Nazi enemy can kill twice: first by
the killing, and second by erasing their
me L
My father wld me over and over, “IL
can never happen again o me. It is your
task now o see thal it never happens (o you
and your children.” And how do | do this?
In my scarch for snswers, | remember that,
as the philosophers say, “If you do not
leam your history, you are destined o
repeat jiL”

What have | learned from my history?
That man’s inhumanity Lo man is bound-
less? That there is no hope for peace on
carth? No, my parenis ught me much
betier than that They ught me that the
future is in my hasds to shape and form,
that as Elie Wiesel also said, the opposile
of love is not hate, but indifference. And
there is no greater sin Lhan indilference,

FFor the Holocaust could mever have
happened without indifference. Hate cer-
tinly was in the hearts of the perpetrators,
but they could nol have murdered six mil-
lion Jews withoul the indifference of the
millions of bystanders who said and did
pothing. In Poland, 90% of Polish Jews,
2,950,000, were murdered. In Denmark,
only 10% of Danish Jews were murdesed.
Why the discrepancy 7 What did the Danes
do differenily? They had the courage 1o
care! And were shown the way by a caring

When the Nazis mvaded Denmark and
ondered Jews W0 wesr the yellow star, the
King of Denmark appeared the next day
with a yellow star, and 50 foflowed the ma-
jority of his people. He and his people had
the courage 1o care. Mol everyone could

Deborah with her dad, Jacob Zylberstein,

EacLE LAkE MEpicAL CLINIC
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. On anti-Semitism,

lead with the moral suthority and courage
ﬂ‘hmﬂMMMIﬂt
many quict rescues by small, quict
people with consciences that would not be

. silenced, But whene were the consciences

of the vast majority of people in Evrupe
between 1931 and 19457

And, where are our consciences in
safe, democratic America in 19967 How
do we ensure that we, 100, will oot be by-
standery, nol if the time comes, bul when
the time comes? When the time comes? |
say 10 you that the time is here, now, today;
that we have our consciences tested every

day. .

The 1947 movie, *&nuﬂ:
Agreement” cxpresses this far betler
my words could. In the movie, Gregory
Peck, & journalist, in researching a scrics
s Jew
for eight weeks. He has moved 1o & new
town, called himsell Phil Greenburg in-
stead of Green, and lets everyone know he
is Jewish, His new fiancee, Cathy, who
knows all about Lhe research, is struggling
with this, finding hersell constantly chal-
lenged by her upbringing. )

The ares is “restricted”. There is a
“gentleman’s agreement™ not 1o sell or
rent 1o Jews, In the piece | am aboul o
show you, Cathy is having & conversation
with Dave, to explain io him that ghe is nol
anti-Semitic. (Al this time Mm. Reod
showed a picce of that film).

How ofien have we heard & hateful,
racisl, unkind remark and said nothing?
How ofien have we even lked about it
later, like Cathy, io ease our consclences,
when our consciences have iokd us that we
ought io speak up and nol ket this cruelty or
ignorance or haie go unchallenged?

It is my fervent belief that every lime
we keep silent, one of the six million souls
cries in the night, that one more drop of evil
is unleashed without baille inlo the world.
Evil words are malignant; they grow w-
maors of hate in our hearts and in the hearts
of our children.

But | alse believe, eyen more fer-
venlly, thal good - good, COUrBgeous
wuonds, noble deeds and sellless concem -
that God is equally contagious, That every
Lime we speak oul against injustice and for
inderance and love, we sew sceds that
please God, will grow and multiply inio
the peace and joy for which we pray, lor
our children.

And i is hard 10 do. Tt is \erribly hard
to stand up at & dinner party and call down
the man with the dreadful jokes; 1o tell »
friend pol W0 use the word Jew when he
means haggling over a price and tght
fisted, or o object 1o any of the other
horrible racial and ethnic sicreolypes and
cuphemisms we ascribe w other peopie. I
is not funny, nor is it a joke.

For the institulionalization of those
slerentypes, e beliel thal those siere-
oiypes were the truth not caricatures, and
lo cxaggeraie those caricatires inlo ex-
treme, inlo evil was the stuff of which
Nazi propagands was made.

[t was not difficult lo convince Europe
that Jews were the source of all their prob-
lems; they had been taught snli-Semilism
all thewr lives in one way or another -
throagh one joke or unkind remark or
another. The only prolection against an-
oiher Holocaust is the courage o care, i
care cnough 1o follow one's conscience
each lime it is pricked and Lo prick the
comscience of those wha sct st though they
had none.

My mother died in 1983, my father is
74 yearsold. Soon, the sk will be entirely
mine o keep alive the memory of all thase
whose future was denied, who died with-
oul funerals, who have no graves, simply
because of who they were.

And such is the task and the duly of the
Holocaust Muscum in Housion and clse-
where, As one survivor said, “The voices
of ihe victims will never be silenced,
ncver. When we can po longer speak, It
the museum speak for us."

And | am so proud and privileged 1o be

associaied with this museum. For it is »
house of Jove, which ieaches lerance and
bumanity. It leaches thal when one
wounds mother, one wounds all mankind,
especially onesell. Thal hatred is the crea-
tion of man alone snd that caly man can
limi! its progression.
The Study Club theme for this year is
“Making a Difference™, | pray that the mu-
scum has already made snd will continue
b make & difference in the world. Il even
only onc child has lesmed hat the conse-
quences of hate arc enother Holocaust, we
have changed the world!

But the true beroes are the survivor
To simply have survived is s victory for
life over death, aver evil and

rocs simply bocause they survived. My
parcnts, and so many of the sarvivors, did
not simply survive - they overcame.
They defesied Hilier in the mosi
powerful way possible - by defeating the
evil he siood for in their own heart. For
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Student athletes recognized at annual banquet

The Rice High School Athletic becca Burow. After the introduction

Banquet was held May 9 in the com-  given by Leigh Jackson and the invo-
cation by Kristen Stienke, a delicious

mons area of the school,

The welcome was given by Re-

Rookies split

The Rice Rookies traveled to Shi-

ner Saturday, May 11, to facethe Clip-
pers in two action-packed ball games.

Troy Holcomb and Damon Mas-
sey combined for a good pitching per-
formance in the first game of the
doubleheader.

Holcomb started the game and
went 2- 1/3 innings, allowing four hits,
striking out three, and giving up one
walk.

Massey piiched the remainder of
the game. He gave up three hits, al-
lowed three bases on balls and struck
out seven Clippers,

Rookies pitchers combined for a
total of seven hits, resulting in six runs
for the 9-6 win.

The Rookies bats were alive on
Saturday night. Tweet Ford led off the
game with a ground-rule double over
the right field fence.

Ford scored on an RBI single off
the bat of Aaron Machac, Shane Lech-
ler followed with another single, but
was stranded on base on an inning-
ending ground-out to second base.

Rice was unable to muster much
offense in their half of the second
frame with only one single by Joel
Grigar. They scored in the third when
Greg Carrera had a double, Machac
wilked and both scored on 2 two RBI
single by Mau Faldyn.

Ford walked in the fourth with two
already oul o start & two-run rally.
Carrera and Machac followed with
singles, scoring Ford. Carerra also
scored on a wild puch.

In the fifth, the Rookie rally deliv-
ered their hardest blow,

With one out, Kevin Gage began

Past week

This past week was a high-scoring
one in Eagle Lake Liule League - on
all levels. On Tuesday, May 7, T-ball
got underway with a match between
the Lake Motors Tigers and Delgado
Wrecker Service Red Hots.

The evening ended with the Gar-
wood Red Darlings shutting out Video
2Go Red Sox in agirls’ softball game.

Another T-ball night was Wed-
nesday, May 8, with three games
keeping the field busy. The first game
saw the CCLEA Shockers of Sheridan
take on the SchaefTer Oil Sharks. Fol-
lowing this exciting game, the Gar-
wood Tigers met the Eagle Concrete
Raiders. The last action-packed game
of the evening was between the Gar-
wood Bucs and the Delgado Wrecker
Service Red Hots.

Thursday, May 9, saw two high-
scoring boys' minor league pames.
The Eagle Lake Rice Dryer Astros
beat the Sandy Creek Drive-In Rang-
ers of Sheridan by a score of 12-9,

To close the evening, the First
Natonal Bank Da Boys wpped the
Garwood Blue Jays, 104,

Only two games were played Fri-
day, May 10, with the Schaefler Qil
Sharks and Eagle Concrete Raiders
getting things underway with an excit-
ing T-ball game.

The week's schedule ended with a
boys” major league game in which the
Trafco Rockies beat the Eagle Lake
Dental Clinic Rangers, 15-0.

The Rice Little League schedule
for Wednesday, May 15, through Tue-
sday, May 21, follows. Please mark
your calendars and come out and sup-
port our Rice Liuttle League teams!!

Wednesday, May 15
530 Red Hots vs Raiders-E
§:30: Tigers vs Sharks-E

meal of homemade turkey and dress-

with Clippers

the charge with a single. Grigar fol-
lowed with a two RBI dinger over the
left-field wall. Phillip Krampitz then
ripped a double and scored on an RBI
single by Jeremy Gohlke.

Ford reached on a fielder’s choice,
stole second, advanced 1o third on a
passed ball and scored on a wild pitch,

The Rookies were unable (o scone
in the sixth or seventh, but managed 10
hold on for the 9-6 win.

Although Lechler pitched well
enough to win, the ouicome of the

second game did not favor the Rook- |
ie5. Lechler once again showed great |

command of his curve ball, allowing
the Clippers only nine scattered hits in
seven innings, with few in succession,
Costly errors dictated the outcome of
the 6-5 Rookie loss.

Lechler struck out four and walked
only two in seven innings.

The Rookies scored their five runs
on just five hits, Their few hits were
also scattered throughout the contest,
Ford, Carerra and Faldyn had singles
in the first inning; all scored with the
help of anerror by the Clipperdefense.

They were unable to provide any
other offense until the fifth inning
when Lechler reached on an error,
stole second then third and scored on
an R8I single by Carema,

[he lone last run was scored in the
sixth when Faldyn and Grigar reached
on errors, with Faldyn advancing all
the way to thind. Faldynthen scored on
a double steal. Grigar was left strand-
ed and the Rookies were unable w
score in the seventh.

Other hits for the Rookies were a

(See Rookles, Page 10)

ing with all the rimmings and
cobbler was served by Annie's Cater-

ing.

The 1996 Most Outstanding
Awards were given w0 Brandon
Mathis for senior boy athlete and
Rebecca Burrow for senior girl.

The majority of the athletes were
present to accept their awards for the
past year for the sports in which they
had participated in,

Along the awards, the Rice Boos-
ter Club presented their scholarship to

Brandon Mathis was honored by the Rice High School coaching staff as

peach twodeserving athletes. Shelia Mathis,

President of the Booster Club, pre-
sented the award 10 Christian Cordova
and Brandon Mathis.

Other awards were:

1995 Varsity mdﬁuﬁw
player award was presented by Coach
Jane Laws to Andrea Machac; and the
volleyball M VP wen 10 Rebecca Bur-
row.
For the 1995 varsity football sea-
son, Clint Krenek was chosen lineman
of the year; defensive most improved

Most Outstanding Senlor Boy Athlete during last week's annual Athletic
Banquet. Rebecca Burrow was chosen the Most Outstanding Senior Girl

Athiete for the 1996 school year.

in Little League

Thursday, May 16
5:30: Orioles (G) vs Da Boys-E
6:45:Braves vi Astros-E
B:00: Blue Darlings (G) vs Angels-E
Friday, May 17
5:30: Shockers (5) vs Bucs-G

" 5:30: Red Hots vs Sharks-E

6:30: Bulls (S) vs Blue Jays-G

Board

6:30: While Soxs (S) vs Rockies-E
B:00: Dodgers (G) vs Rangers-E

Saturday, May 18
9 am. Garwood Opening Ceremonies
9:30: Bucs (G) vs Tigers-G
10:45: Red Sox (EL) vs Red Darlings-G
Noon: Da Boys (EL) vs Blue Jays-G
1230 Bulls (S) vs Orioles-G

Headlight Photo by Carol Cardenas

3:00: Spurs (S) vs Blue Darlings-G
5:15: Rockies (EL) vs Dodgers-G

Monday, May 20
5:30: Rangers (5) vs Blue Jays-G
5:30: Raiders vs Tigers-E
6:30; Spurs (S) vs Angels-E
G:45; {Braves vs Orioles-G
(See Schedule, Page 10)
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Final policy will be approved fol-
lowing changes recommended 1o
Jackson by the Board.

A new procedure for paying
coaches for the 1996-97 school year
was approved, which assigns an incre-
ment toeach job assignment and guar-
antees no less than 2 $3,500 increment
to high school coaches and no less
than a $2,400 incremeni to junior high
coaches or, for the coming year, his or
her present coaching increment,
whichever is greater,

The procedure is “grandfathered”
for one year 10 ensure that no coach
malkes less than he or she is presendy
receiving due 0 the new job assign-
ment increments.

The “athletic pot” for coaches’
salaries wtals $77,512 at present, with
a chance of an increase when the bud-
get for 1996-97 is prepared.

Trustee Robin Thomas issued a
statement clarifying ber position on
the dissenting vote she cast regarding
the school board election canvass of
votes,

The 6-1 vote 10 accept the vole
canvass and vote that Glen Sunder-
man was &n ineligible candidate was
recorded al a special meeting of the
Rice CISD Board on May 6,

“l would like 10 take a moment
regarding the vole, “First, | am very

tioning board seats as sei forth in
BBB2 of the district policies and pro-
cedures,” said Thomas,

- “This process has served our dis-
tnct well through the years and has
allowed for fair geographic district
wide representation on the Board, My
concern was that once we allowed a
person o file and to be voted on, we
could notthen retroactively disqualify
that candidate afier the election,

“I hope that in the future, we will
uphold BBB2 by enforcing it at the
time that a potential candidate files so
that that person may be instructed as to
the proper board seat for his or her
area,
“I also think that it is important
that each of us remember that even
though we have been elected from a
certain part of the district, we have all
been elected by a majority from the
entire district and it 15 our primary
duty to serve the educational needs of
every student,” said Thomas.

The Board resignations
from Ruth McCauley, ELMS reading
teacher; Sharon Webb, R.N.; Dawn
Moore, teacher assistant from Sheri-
dan; and Lauric Broughton, RHS
English weacher.

Resignations due 0 retirement
were accepied from Jo Ann Bunge,
Garwood; lrene Hagendorf, food
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dan; and Clara Lobpries, Garwood
cafeteria. Hajosky will continue as a
half-day teacher.

Margie Cason, Martha Flores and
Darrell Quinney were approved as
district substitutes.

Contracts were approved for Rich-
ard Russell 1o teach and coach boys’
basketball at Rice High School and for
Lee Politsch to teach freshman Eng-
lish at RHS.

An agreement between the district
and Rice District Community Hospi-
tal was discussed for the purpose of
the provision of contractual health
services for an annual cost of $25,000.

Action on the agreement was post-
poned, pending a few questions by
board members. The district is hoping
w0 reach an agreement before Hospital
Administration Jim Buckner leaves in
June,

In other business, the Board, ap-
proved an agreement between the
school district and Garwood-Nada
Little League to use the baseball field
at the Garwood School.
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player was Kyle Fink and Michael
Wiese was chosen the MVP,

The 1995-96 varsity cross
H"-'Pnnimnbmysgl-.“

In varsity girl's baskethall,

Laws presented the D-D-D award to
Rebecca Burrow and named Naketra
Johnson the MVP,

The Fighting Heart Award went 1o
Aundre Hatton for varsity boy's bas-
ketball; while Brandon Mathis re-
ceived the MVP award.

The girls’ powerlifting team did
well throughout their season. Rach-
elle Kallina received the MVP award.

The Special Olympics team was
also recognized for their accomplish-
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» NO MONEY DOWN - EASY QUALIFYING
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713-684-6758 or 1-800-600-5758
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CARPETINGTILE
SIDING/TRIM
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Foot
Facts

By Dr. Eric R. Tepper, Podiatrist

SEEING SPOTS BEFORE YOUR FEET

Most people accept that brown spots appearing on the face and hands
{sometimes called “liver spots™) are just one of those inevitable, if not
exactly nice, parts of aging. When dark brown spots start showing up on
or above the feet, however, it could be a sign of 2 more serious problem.
Stasis dermatitis is a condition caused by a Buildup of Muid in the legs and
feet. Due to the deterioration of arterial function, insufficient amounts of
oxygen reach the cells of the skin, resulting in the dark discolorations. The
spots themselves are not dangerous, but they may early waming signs of
a developing serious circulatory disorder.

If you suspect things aré not the waty they should be tonceming your
feer, see your podiatrist for an accurate diagnosis. This is the best way to
insure a speedy recovery. We have chosen our staff, office procedures,
and podiatric equipment to provide you with the finest quality services in
i friendly, caring atmosphere. We treat feet of all ages - call 234-5571, at
Rice District Community Hospital, for an appointment on Tuesdays.

P.S. If brown spots are caused by poor circulation, little can be done
to remove them, but the circulatory problem must be treated.

! WE DOUBLE COUPONS!

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS
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Pepsi &
Dr. Pepper

12-Pack Cans

¥ 15, through
Tuesday, May 21, 1996,

Look What We Have For You!

FOODS

200 S. McCarty » Eagle Lake
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